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There have been two civil wars 
in Dalek history. The first came 
about when the Dalek Emperor 

instructed the Supreme Council 
to discover why human beings 
had proved to be such effective 
opponents against Dalek forces. The 
council decided to investigate what 
it referred to as the ‘Human Factor’: 
the basic emotional characteristics 
of humanity that it could not 
understand. To that end, they devised 
an elaborate plan to kidnap the 
Second Doctor and his companion, 
Jamie McCrimmon. The Daleks 
contacted a scientist in Earth’s 
Victorian era, Edward Waterfield, 
and his wealthy patron, Theodore 
Maxtible. They helped lure the Doctor 
into a scheme where he was forced 
to subject Jamie to a series of tests 
and record his emotional states, as 
he attempted to rescue Waterfield’s 
daughter, Victoria.

The Doctor was able to isolate the 
Human Factor and transplant it into 
the brains of three test Daleks which 
he named Alpha, Beta and Omega. 
The three Daleks soon underwent a 
surprising change, becoming playful 
and happy. The Doctor was very 
pleased with this result, but he had not 
anticipated the Daleks’ ulterior motive: 
with the Human Factor isolated, they 
also had its opposite in their grasp – the 
Dalek Factor. This was essentially the 
desire to kill and to obey the commands 
of the Emperor Dalek.

Jamie undergoes tests to 
reveal the Human Factor.

4 THE DALEK



The Doctor and his friends were taken 
to Skaro, where he learned of the 
Emperor’s real plan: to take control of 
the Doctor’s mind using the Dalek Factor 
and have him use the TARDIS to spread 
it throughout the history of Earth. The 
Doctor proved to be immune to the 
procedure due to his alien psychology, 
but pretended to be a Dalek slave. 
Meanwhile, the Alpha, Beta and Omega 
test Daleks were seeding the Human 
Factor into Dalek society, encouraging 
independent thought in their fellow 
Daleks. The humanised Daleks rebelled 
against the Emperor and a civil war broke 
out. The Emperor was destroyed, and 
the Daleks were all but completely wiped 
out in the conflict.

The second Dalek civil war was born 
out of a schism between Davros and 
his Dalek ‘children’. The Daleks had 
been genetically programmed to always 
consider any non-Dalek lifeform as 
inferior and deserving of extermination. 
Davros was not a Dalek, and therefore 
could not be obeyed. The Daleks 
only revived him when they had a use 
for him – first to find a way to break 
the stalemate in the war between 
themselves and the robotic Movellans, 
and again when the Movellans released 
a bio-engineered plague upon the 
Daleks, and they needed Davros to find 
a cure. But Davros always understood 
that he was living on borrowed time 
when in the presence of his creations 
and sought a solution.

Davros escaped the Daleks after an 
encounter with the Fifth Doctor and 
eventually established himself on the 
planet Necros at Tranquil Repose, a 
funeral centre with many deceased 
humans being kept in storage. Calling 
himself the ‘Great Healer’, Davros used 
the enormous amount of genetic material 

at his disposal to create an entirely new 
Dalek species that was obedient only 
to him. The fact that these Daleks had 
no Skarosian ancestry meant nothing to 
Davros – they were his creations, and 
therefore, in his mind, true Daleks.

The original Dalek race believed 
otherwise. They had been searching the 
galaxy for Davros for years, and moved 
swiftly when they were 
contacted by humans 
on Necros alerting them 
to his location. Daleks 
battled one another in 
the corridors of Tranquil 
Repose, but Davros’ 
Daleks were too few and 
were soon wiped out. When the Daleks 
captured Davros, they told him, “You 
are to be taken back to Skaro to stand 
trial for crimes against the Daleks.”

The concept of a Dalek trial is 
a fascinating one – perhaps 
Davros still had some support 
among the Supreme Council, 
making a simple execution out 
of the question? Or perhaps 
the Supreme Dalek merely 
wished a show trial that could 
be witnessed by all Daleks, 
with Davros’ death cementing 
its authority once and for all? 
Whatever the case, there was 
an astonishing turnaround in 
Davros’ fortunes the next time the 
Doctor (in his seventh incarnation) 
confronted him. The malevolent 
genius had somehow overthrown 
the Supreme Dalek and wrested 
control of the Dalek Empire for himself. 

The Daleks, who had previously sworn 
allegiance to the Supreme, were now 
considered ‘Renegades’. The Imperial 
Daleks now conformed to Davros’ 
design, with their armour coloured white 
with gold livery.

It is only natural that the Daleks 
sometimes wage war with one another. 
They are a species conditioned to 
believe in genetic superiority. They have 
no compassion, and no understanding 
of the strength that can be found in 
cooperation. They have only hatred in 
their hearts, and that mindset inevitably 
leads to internecine conflict. With the 
concept of purity so vital to their sense 
of identity, it takes only a slight change 
before the Daleks look upon their fellows 
as lesser creatures – and for a Dalek, the 
inferior must always be exterminated.

Davros establishes a rival 
Dalek faction, loyal to him.

The Daleks revive Davros. 

THE DALEK 5



GENESIS OF 
THE DALEKS
REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE DALEKS

PART ONE

E arth, November 1963. As the 
world turns, radio broadcasts 
of recent political events are 

being monitored by a malevolent alien 
intelligence. A massive spacecraft 
approaches the fragile blue planet…

Shoreditch, London. Professor Rachel 
Jensen passes some children outside 
Coal Hill Secondary School. A young 
blonde schoolgirl watches her, and then 
turns her attention to the Doctor and 
Ace as they also enter the street. Ace 
is carrying a 1980s ghetto blaster. The 
Doctor is intrigued by a sophisticated 
radio aerial on top of a small van. Ace is 
more interested in finding some food and 
walks off to a nearby café. The Doctor 
climbs onto the van’s roof to get a better 
look at the aerial.

Inside the café, Ace meets a fellow 
customer, Mike Smith. Ace is attracted 
to the handsome young man. Mike is 

In 1960s London, the 
Doctor discovers that 
the Daleks are in search 
of the Hand of Omega. 

Season 25 Episode 1
First Broadcast: 5th October 1988

REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE DALEKS
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confused by Ace’s ignorance of Britain’s 
pre-decimal currency.  

The young schoolgirl is playing hopscotch 
in the school playground, but runs away 
when the Doctor arrives. He examines 
some burn marks left on the ground, and 
then leaves. The girl reappears, quietly 
singing, “Five, six, seven, eight, it’s a 
doctor at the gate…”

The Doctor jumps inside the van and 
introduces himself to Rachel. He notes that 
she is scanning for magnetic fluctuations. 

She receives an emergency call 
from someone. She calls out 
to Mike, referring to him as 
“sergeant”. Ace dives inside the 
van and all four of them speed off.

In a junkyard in Totter’s Lane, 
Group Captain Gilmore puts a 
blanket over the body of a soldier 
named Matthews. The Doctor 
and Rachel arrive and examine 
Matthews. The Doctor probes his 
body and notes that there has been 
“massive internal displacement – his 
insides were scrambled”. The Doctor 
says Matthews has been killed by a 
“projected energy weapon”. Rachel is 
stunned: “A death ray?”

Mike runs to a second van and tells 
another scientist, Alison Williams, that 
Matthews is dead. A truck filled with 
soldiers arrives. Gilmore orders them 
to surround the metal shed where the 
weapon was fired. As Matthews’ body 
is removed, another soldier is shot, his 

skeleton briefly visible in 
the energy blast. Rachel is 
stunned to see the “death 
ray” in action. She is forced 
to admit, “It’s beyond the 
realm of current technology.” 
The Doctor tells Gilmore 
to pull his men back, but 
Gilmore refuses.

The soldiers destroy the 
shed with anti-tank rockets. 
Gilmore is convinced the 
enemy has been killed, 
but the Doctor is certain 
the danger is still very real. 

Mike is almost killed by a third energy 
blast, and a Dalek emerges, unscathed, 
from the ruins of the shed. The soldiers’ 
guns are useless against it. The Doctor 
takes some of Ace’s Nitro-9 explosives 
and goads the Dalek to approach him. 
Detonating the Nitro-9, the Dalek is  
finally destroyed.

Rachel and Alison examine the remains 
of the dead Dalek mutant inside the 
shattered armour. The Doctor and Ace 

Season 25 Episode 1
First Broadcast: 5th October 1988

While Silver Nemesis was the official 
25th anniversary story for Doctor Who 
in 1988, Remembrance of the Daleks 
also had many elements that drew upon 
the show’s history. Coal Hill School 
was where Ian Chesterton and Barbara 
Wright first met Susan, the Doctor’s 
granddaughter, in the show’s debut 
episode, An Unearthly Child. Ace finds a 
book on the French Revolution, echoing 
Susan reading a book with the same title. 
The Totter’s Lane junkyard where the 
army battles the lone Dalek is the same 
place where Ian and Barbara discover the 
TARDIS and first meet the Doctor. The 
Doctor mistakenly calls Group Captain 
Gilmore “Brigadier” in a reference to his 
old friend Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart. The junkyard at 76 Totter’s Lane, as it appeared in the very first episode of the series.
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take Rachel’s van and head back to 
Coal Hill School. On the way, the Doctor 
explains the Daleks’ origins to Ace and 
tells her that they want something called 
the “Hand of Omega”.

Back at the army’s headquarters, Mike 
introduces Gilmore to Mr Ratcliffe, a man 

whom he claims can be of use to them. 
Meanwhile, Rachel and Alison discuss 
the Doctor. Rachel realises that the 
Doctor knows far more about the Daleks 
than they do, and she wants some 
answers from him.

The Doctor and Ace reach Coal Hill 
School, unaware that they are being 
observed once more by the schoolgirl. 
Inside, they are greeted by Mr Parson, 
the headmaster. He thinks the Doctor is 
there to apply for the role of caretaker. 
Parson is at first unwilling to let them 
look around the school, but then oddly 
changes his mind. 

Mike tells Gilmore and Rachel that the 
remains of the Dalek in the Totter’s Lane 

junkyard is safely under guard. However, 
Ratcliffe and some of his men are soon 
loading it onto a truck and stealing it, 
having killed the two soldiers who were 
guarding it.

As the Doctor and Ace explore the 
school, the Doctor explains to Ace that 
the Daleks have been following him. 
He points out the burn marks on the 
playground which Ace correctly deduces 
must have been left by a spacecraft. Ace 
doesn’t understand: “But this is Earth, 
1963! Someone would have noticed; 
I’d have heard about it!” The Doctor 
mentions the Zygon gambit with the 
Loch Ness monster, and the Yetis in the 
London Underground. Ace has heard of 
neither of these events. The Doctor isn’t 
surprised: “Your species has the most 
amazing capacity for self-deception, 
matched only by its ingenuity when trying 
to destroy itself!” The Doctor admits 
that when he was last on Earth in 1963, 

Writer Ben Aaronovitch was new to 
Doctor Who and was part of script editor 
Andrew Cartmel’s drive to bring fresh 
writing talent into the show. Aaronovitch 
had submitted an unsolicited script titled 
Knight Fall to the production office that 
Cartmel had liked. Aaronovitch watched 
many Doctor Who Dalek episodes in 
preparation for his story which had a 
working title of Nemesis of the Doctor. 
He also read the scripts for some of the 
Dalek stories that were missing from the 
BBC archives. He decided to continue 
the concept of a Dalek civil war that had 
been established in the Season 22 story 
Revelation of the Daleks.

CIVIL WAR

The Imperial Daleks arrive on the planet  
Necros in Revelation of the Daleks.

8 THE DALEKTHE DALEK



VOICES OF THE 60S 
The audio montage heard from space at the start of the episode 
were all speeches made in 1963. They consisted of: US 
President John F. Kennedy at Washington’s American University 
(10th June); Charles de Gaulle in Paris (14th January); the Duke 
of Edinburgh in Nairobi (13th December); Martin Luther King in 
Washington DC (28th August); and John F. Kennedy again in 
Berlin (26th June).

he left something behind: the Hand of 
Omega. Ace asks him what it is. The 
Doctor simply replies, “Something very 
dangerous…”
	
Ratcliffe takes the dead Dalek back to his 
warehouse. A rasping voice orders him 
to report. Ratcliffe enters his office and 
speaks to a sinister figure hidden behind 
a Dalek-shaped chair. It wishes to know 

of the Doctor’s movements. 
Ratcliffe assures it that his 
contact will keep them 
informed. Ratcliffe asks 
the figure to explain what 
the Dalek is. It replies, 
“A machine. A tool. 
Nothing more.”
	

The Doctor and Ace are 
watched by Mr Parson 
as they open the door to 
the school’s cellar. They 
walk down some stairs into 
the gloomy interior where they 
find a Dalek transmat device. 
A Dalek begins to materialise on 
a platform. The Doctor hurriedly 
manipulates the controls and causes 
an overload. The Dalek is destroyed as 
it phases out of existence. The Doctor 

explains that no more Daleks 
will be able to use the transmat 
until the operator can repair the 
system: “The Daleks usually leave 
an operator on station in case of 
any malfunctions.” Ace works out 
the uncomfortable truth before 
the Doctor: “And that would be 
another Dalek…” 

A second Dalek emerges from 
the shadows, gliding towards 
the duo. The Doctor yells to 
Ace to run back up the stairs. 
She does so, but is met by Mr 
Parson outside the cellar door. 
He knocks her to the ground and 
bolts the door shut, trapping the 
Doctor. The Doctor bangs on 
the door, yelling to Ace to let him 

out. He turns to see the Dalek levitating. 
It is moving up the stairs towards him. 
“You are the Doctor!” it screeches. “You 
are the enemy of the Daleks! You will 
be exterminated!” The Dalek has the 
horrified face of the Doctor directly in 
its sights…

DALEKS ON THE MOVE

The story required the Dalek props to be used for a large 
amount of location work, so the decision was made to swap the 
usual castors for large ball-like tires. These enabled the Dalek 
operators to manoeuvre on the uneven London streets more 
easily. For the battle in Totter’s Lane, the Renegade Dalek was 
constructed from an Imperial Dalek mould and was designed 
to blow apart on cue. Its skirt had originally been made for an 
effects scene in Revelation of the Daleks.

The Daleks on location for Remembrance of the Daleks.
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The Special Weapons Dalek was 
initially an experimental project 
initiated by the Daleks’ creator 

Davros. After Davros took control 
of the Dalek Empire and installed 
himself as Emperor, he knew that the 
Renegade Dalek faction would always 
be the greatest threat to his power 
base. He decided to build a prototype 
Dalek that would function as a blunt 
instrument; it would be little more than 
a mobile cannon, wielding firepower 
far exceeding that of a typical Dalek. 
It would become a symbol of his 
might and instil fear in the ranks of the 
Renegade Daleks.

While all Daleks are essentially 
living weapons, the Special 
Weapons Dalek takes that 
philosophy to the ultimate degree.
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The Special Weapons Dalek has no 
eyestalk. This has always been the most 
vulnerable part of a Dalek, and Davros 
deemed it unnecessary. He replaced 
it with a movable sensor inside the 
casing which can rotate 360 degrees 
[1]. The creature’s visual perception is 
far more limited than a typical Dalek, 
but it had never been intended for 
accurate warfare; it is a weapon of mass 
extermination. No form of manipulator 
arm was considered necessary. The 
Special Weapons Dalek is required to 
carry out no tasks other than to destroy.

The cannon fires a beam of concentrated 
neutronic particles, set at a far wider 
pattern than normal [2]. Its blast is at 
least 50 times more powerful than a 
standard Dalek weapon, although its 
range is no greater. 

Supplying enough energy to the 
cannon requires an internal power 
unit with a much greater capacity 
than normal. But this means that the 
radiation levels emitted by the power 
unit are also far higher, and the Dalek 
mutant within its casing can not be 
properly shielded from them. Over time, 
the radiation altered the creature’s brain 
chemistry, and it developed a sense of 
individual identity: something forbidden 
in Dalek society. The other Daleks 
shunned it, perceiving it to be an insane 
deviant. Only Davros’ commands 
prevented them from obeying their 
basic impulse to destroy what they saw 
as a non-Dalek. The Special Weapons 

Dalek became known to them, 
unofficially, as the “Abomination”.

On the streets of London, Earth, in 1963, 
a battle to claim the Hand of Omega (a 
Gallifreyan stellar manipulator) took place 
[3]. The Imperial and Renegade Daleks 
were equally matched; their energy 
beams were deflected by each other’s 
armour. But the tide was turned with the 
arrival of the Special Weapons Dalek. A 
single blast from its cannon [4] reduced 
two Renegade Daleks to ash.

The first Special Weapons Dalek [5] was 
destroyed when the Daleks’ spacecraft 
was obliterated by the Hand of Omega. 
Davros deemed the Special Weapons 
Dalek a success, however, and set 
about refining the design and building 
an entire division of the creatures. He 
saw no problem with creating a sub-
species of insane Daleks, as long as 
they could be deployed under controlled 
conditions. They have been sent on 
many campaigns against Renegade 
Daleks and other species.

Each Special Weapons Dalek is 
allocated a “Minder” Dalek that gives 
it specific instructions during combat 
missions. The Special Weapons 
Dalek will only follow the Minder 
Dalek’s orders. If the Minder Dalek is 
destroyed or incapacitated in battle, the 

Special Weapons Dalek will become 
independent, and this sometimes leads 
to it self-destructing or turning on its 
own kind. 

Even when under the direction of its 
Minder, the Dalek mutant often suffers 
from an overactive schrellic gland. The 
gland can become particularly active 
when the creature is in a battle situation. 
It excretes a noxious fluid which is 
believed to attract the attention of 
other Daleks, potentially as a signal for 
reinforcements. The amount of schrellic 
secretion is such that it often leaks out 
of the Special Weapons Dalek’s casing 
around the cannon. This sticky fluid is 
sometimes confused for lubrication oil, 
although it possible that it is also used 
for this purpose.

The increased radiation levels have 
led to frequent bouts of insanity for 
the Dalek mutants placed inside the 
Special Weapons Daleks, and they 
remain an unpredictable factor in any 
form of combat. They are capable of 
episodes of uncontrollable anger and 
exhibit far higher levels of psychokinetic 
energy than their standard counterparts. 
Many Special Weapons Daleks were 
imprisoned inside the Dalek Asylum 
before the planet’s destruction. 

There have been at least two alternative 
variations of the standard Special 
Weapons Dalek design: one meant for 
underwater use, known as the ‘Torpedo 
Dalek’, and one for aerial combat 
referred to as the ‘Airborne Dalek’.
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1

2

#05-01
Take the circuit board and battery box from issue 2. Fit 3 AA 
batteries in the box 2H and plug the cable marked G into the 
large socket marked G on the circuit board 2D (red arrow). Take 

part 5B and plug the cable (marked LE) into the socket marked 
LD (yellow arrow). Switch on the battery box 2H. Press the 
button on the circuit board 2D to check that the light is working.

#05-02
Turn off the battery box 2H and 
unplug the cable marked LE from 
the circuit board 2D. Fit the energy 
dispenser light bulb 5C on to the 
light 5B, as shown below.

 2H

 5B

 5C

 2D

G

LE

LD

 5B

 5B

 5B
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#05-03
Fit the side panel 5A on to the right 
hand side of the dome assembly 
from previous issue. Screw sockets 
on the panel fit into sockets in the 
dome 3F/3E (arrows).

#05-04
Turn the assembly 
upside down and 
identify the screw 
holes on the inside 
of the dome 3F/3E 
(circled).

3
 3F

 3E

 3F

 3E

 5A

4
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#05-COMPLETED WORK
An energy dispenser light has been 
assembled and tested and a panel has 
been fitted to the side of the dome.

#05-05
Fix in place with 
four AM screws. 3E AM AM

 3F

5

 AM

COMPLETED WORK

Please fasten the 
screws enough to 
achieve an even 
gap between all 
parts of the dome.

 NOTE

THE DALEK 15



THE

COMING IN  
ISSUE 6

Every week at your newsagent! Visit hachettepartworks.com/Dalek

ADVENTURES IN ADVENTURES IN 
TIME AND SPACETIME AND SPACE

Future history is at stake in The 
Day of the Daleks.

THE TIME VORTEXTHE TIME VORTEX

The Daleks use time travel to 
conquer their enemies.

BUILD PART 6BUILD PART 6

Another panel for the Dalek 
dome, housing for one of the 
energy dispensers, plus all the 
fixings you need to attach them. 


